borough  of  flih.t. 


I MEDICAL  OPPICEE’S  AHHUAL  REPORT 

i 


FOR  YEAR  SHDED 
31st  DEGEMBERj  I954 


> 


BOROUGH  OR  FLINT, 


To  the  Mayor,  Alderraon  and  I'iembers  of  tlie  Borough 
Council  of  Flint, 


Mr.  Mayor,  Laaies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Report  on  the  health  of 
the  Borough  for  the  year  1954* 

The  live-hirths  numbered  269,  compared  vn.th  263  in  1953,  giving 
a slight  rise  in  the  birthrate,  which  was  ;vell  above  that  for  Englenid 
and  Wales  as  a whole.  There  were  4 still-births,  compared  with  7 in 
the  previous  year.  During  the  year  7 infants  under  a year  old  died, 
as  in  1953,  Six  of  the  7 were  under  a month  old. 

Deaths  of  residents  amounted  to  135 > 21  fowerc  than  in  1953, 
giving  a fall  in  the  death  rate,  which  was  lower  than  that  for  the^. 
country  as  a v/hole.  Of  the  total  of  deaths  over  thirty-seven  percent,  . 
were  due  to  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory  system,  and  over 
seventeen  percent,  to  cancer  of  one  tj^-pe  or  another.  The  number  of 
deaths  from  cancer  was  almost  halved.  There  v;ere  no  deaths  associated 
with  pregnancy  and  childbirth.  Deaths  due  to  infectious  or  notifiable 
diseases  included  9 due  to  pneumonia,  3 for  tuberculosis  and  1 from 
influenza. 

Concerning  tuberculosis,  there  were  20  nev/  pulmonary  cases  and  no 
non-pulraonary-i oases,  compared  with  7 -'i';d  5 i^i  1953.  It  is  good  to  1 
record  that  there  is  close  co-operation  botw'een  the  medical  practitioners 
the  chest  physicians,  and  the  heaJth  departments  of  the  Borough  and 
the  County  Councils,  A notable  result  of  the  early  detection  of 
tuberculosis  is  that  patients  now  spend  much  loss  time  in  the 
sanatorium.  Yfith  early  diagnosis  and  modern  treatment  patients  are  more 
quickly  made  ‘well  enough  to  return  to  their  homes  and  to  work.  Many  of 
the  cases  are  mild  enough  to  be  treated  at  home. 

During  the  year,  there  ¥/ere  239  notifications  of  infectious  and 
notifiable  diseases  (excluding  tuberculosis),  the  majority  being  measles. 
There  v/as  an  outbreak  of  this  complaint  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  year. 

Sections  C,D  and  E,  concerning  water  supplies,  sev/orage,  factories' 
inspections,  sanitary  inspections,  housing  and  food  and  drugs,  were  again 
v/ritten  by  Mr,  D.I.  Kennedy,  your  Sanitary  Inspector,  to  whom  I continue 
to  be  indebted  for  his  cxcellcnit  wox-k  aurl  loyal  co-operation. 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  thank  all  the  officers  of  the  Council  for 
their  willing  help  at  all  times  throughout  the  year, 

I am, Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Tour  obedient  Serva,nt, 
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D , J , FRiVSER , 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  A. 


Social  Conditions » includiri;-;  Vital  Statistics, 

Ai‘eat  6,243  statutory  acres. 

Populations (1951  Census) s 14j257j  Registrar  General’s  Estimate  at 

mid-year;  1954°  14? 220. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses s 3? 929  (Housing  Survey  Figure), 

Average  number  of  persons  per  houses  3 o 6l 

Population  Density g 2,28  persons  per  statutory  acre. 

Rateable  Values  £72,184.  0,  0.  Product  of  Penny  Rates  £288.  0,  0, 

Vital  Statistics g These  are  presented  in  tabular  form.  For 
purpose  of  comparison  figures  for  last  year  are  given,  and,  vdiere 
appropriate,  the  rates  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole, 

TABLE  I, 

LIVE-BIRTHS  - 


Males. 

Females . 

Total, 

Legitimate 

142 

115 

257 

Illegitimate 

8 

4 

12 

Total 

150 

119 

269 

(l953  tota.ls  263  births). 


Live-Birth  Rate  per  1,000  populations  1953  - 18,50;  1954  ~ 18,89? 

England  and  Wales s Live— Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population;  1954 
(Provisional) g 15.2; 

These  figures  shew  that  there  has  been  a rise  in  the  birth-rate, 
It  is  well  above  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole,  and  it  is 
the  second  highest  birth-rate  of  all  the  distreits  in  the  County, 


TiVBLE  II, 


STILL-BIRTHS  - 


Males, 

Femalos, 

Total, 

Legitimate  - 

4 

4 

Illegitimate  - 

— 

- 

Total  - 

4 

4 

(1953  totals  7). 

Still-Birth  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still-births s 1953 
1954  - 14.65; 
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“ 25.92; 


Still-Birth  Rate  per  1,000  populations  1953  - 0,49j  1954  - 0,285 


England  and  Wales s Still-Birth  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still-hirths 
1954( provisional ) s 24.0; 

The  still-birth  rate  for  the  Borough  shows  a decrease.  There  were 
4 still-births  in  1954y  compared  v/ith  7 in  1953. 


TABLE  III. 

DEATH  (GENERAL)  RATE  - 

Males',  Females,  Total. 

All  ages  (all  causes)  75  60  135 

(1953  totals  156). 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  populations  1953  - 10,97j  1954  ” 9.49? 

England  and  Wales s Death  Rate  per  1,000  population:  1953  - H.4? 

1954  - 11.3; 

The  general  death  rate  shows  a slight  fall  compared  with  the  previous 
year.  There  has  been  a slight  fall  in  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales, 
There  were  21  fewer  deaths  in  the  Borough,  This  crude  death  rate,  the 
lowest  recorded  for  the  Borough,  is  also  the  lowest  of  any  district  in 
the  whole  County  of  Flint, 

DEATHS  (general)  AHALYSI3  - 

The  examination  of  this  Table,  shoym  on  the  opposite  page,  shows 
that  there  w'ere  53  deaths  due  to  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulatory 
system,  and  24  deaths  from  cancer  of  all  sites.  Corresponding  figures 
for  the  previous  year  are  68  and  44  respectively.  There  were  2 deaths 
from  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  compared  vyith  nil  in  1953.  Deaths  from 
pneumonia,  bronchitis  and  other  respiratory  diseases  totalled  17  (3  in 
1953).  There  was  i death  from,  lung  cancer,  compa.red  with  11  in  1953. 

There  was  one  death  from  non-respiratory  tuberculosis.  There  were 
no  deaths  from  diphtheria,  whooping  cough,  poliomyelitis,  measles  and 
meningitis.  One  death  vifas  due  to  influenza.  There  were  no  deaths  from 
pregnancy,  childbirth  or  abortion. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Mo 

F, 

Total . 

Rate  per  1 
Population 

Diabetes 

— 

1 

1 

0.07 

Malignant  Neoplasm  - Stomach 

1 

3 

4 

0.28 

Lung  and  Bronchus 

1 

- 

1 

0.07 

Breast 

- 

2 

2 

0,14 

Uterus 

- 

2 

2 

0.14 

Other  Malignant  & L5rmphatic  Neoplasms 

10 

6 

16 

1.12 

Vascular  Lesion  of  Nervous  System 

7 

11 

18 

1,26 

Coronary  Disease  - Angina 

10 

2 

12 

0.84 

Hypertension  v/ith  Heart  Disease 
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1 

1 

0.07 

Cause  of  Death.  M.  F.  Total*  Rate  per  1,000 

Population.  ' 


Other  Heart  Disease 

8 

5 

13 

0.91 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

5 

4 

9 

0.63 

Pneumonia 

5 

4 

9 

0.63 

Bronchitis 

5 

3 

8 

0,56 

Gastritis,  Enteritis,  Diarrhoea 

1 

— 

1 

0.07 

Congenital  Malformations 

- 

2 

2 

0.14 

Other  Defined  & Ill-defined  Diseases 

9 

9 

18 

1.26 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

4 

1 

5 

0.35 

All  other  accidents 

3 

2 

5 

0.35 

Suicide 

1 

2 

3 

0.21 

Infectious  & Parasitic  Diseases 

- 

1 

1 

0.07 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  & Duodenum 

1 

- 

1 

0.07 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

2 

0.14 

Other  Tuberculosis 

1 

- 

1 

0.07 

Influenza 

1 

- 

1 

0.07 

Totals 

71. 

60 

135 

TABLE  V. 

DEATHS  (MTBRLLIL)  ■=>  ' ' 

Causes  associated  \vith  pregnancy  and  childhrith,  There  were  no 
deaths  attributable  to  these  causes  in  1954 j compared  v\rith  two  in  1953. 


TABLE  VI. 


- i.e.  Infants  under  one  year  old. 


Males,  Females,  Total, 


Legitimate  ■ 
Illegitimate 


5 


7 


Total  2 5 7 

(1953  totals  7). 

Infantile  Death-Rate  of  legitimate  babies  per  1,000  legitimate  births s 
1953  ~ 28. 22?  1,954  ■“  27,23f 


Infantile  Death-Rate  of  illegitimate  babies  per  1,000  illegitimate 
bitthss  1953  - Nil 5 1954  - Hil? 

Infantile  Death-Rate  per  1,000  live  births  (legitimate  and  illegitimate) 
1953  - 26.61}  1954  - 26.02} 


England  and  V/ales.  Infantile  Death-Rate  per  1,000  live-births 
(legitimate  and  illegitimate);  1953  - 26,8}  J954  - 25. 5 j 


4 


c 


The  infantile  death  rate  for  England  and  Yi/ales  reached  a new  lov; 
record  of  25.5  1,000  livc-hirths.  The  rate  for  Flint  Borough  shows 

a slight  fall.  There  were  no  deaths  among  illegitimate  hahios  under 
one  year  old.  Of  the  seven  infants  who  died  six  virere  under;  a month  old. 
The  commonest  ca,use  of  death  was  prematurity. 


SSSsiBSaSS 


SSCTIOIT  B. 


GETjEPulL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR 
THE  AREA. 

Officers  %-  The  officers  serving  the  Borough  during  the  year  were  - 
Town  Clerks  Hr,  D.H.  Davies,  L1,B. 

Hedical  Officer  of  Healths  Br,  D.J^  Fraser,  M.B. , Ch.B,,  D.P.H. 

Sanitary  Inspectors  Hr,  D.i.  Kennedy,  H.S.San.I.,  M,S,-I„A. 

Borough  Engineer  &.  Surveyors  Hrj  TjK,  Blaclc.vell,  A JLI.Mun.S. , 

rLInst.H.Eo,  HoR.San.I. 

Housing  jianagers  Mr,  H„  Byrne,  A, R, San. I. 

Ambulance  Facilities s Provided  by  the  County  Council,  An  ambulance 
is  available  in  Flint  on  a,  24-hour  service.  Transport  for  sitting  cases 
is  arranged  through  the  County  Welfare  Department,  During  the  year  the 
local  ambulancoe  service  made  436  journeys,  carried  635  patients  and  covered 
14j709  miles. 

Home  lursing  ) 

Service  provided  by  the 
County  Council. 


Vaccination.  By  arrangement  with  the  Local  General  Medical  PraCitdtionors, 
or  by  the  Hedical  Officer  on  request, 

Treatment  fiinics  and  Centres,  The  follov/ing  Table  gives  particulars 
oT~^io~C^t”es"Yn^  at  v/hich  facilities  for  consultation  and/Or 

treatment  are  available  to  t]\e  residents  of  the  Borough s- 


nome  nexp  j 
Midwifery  in  th.e  Hone  ) 
Health  Visiting  ) 
Tuberculosis  Health  Visiting  ) 
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Clinic* 

9uh o r Gul o s i s o 

(Provided  by  the  Reg- 
ional Board). 

Ante-ITatal. 

(Provided  by  t’le  County 
Council) „ 


Ophthalriic  Clinic. 

(provided  by  the  County 
Council) „ 


ant_^]^  1 faro 
and  Post  IJatai. 

(provi'led  by  the  County 
Cou/xil ) . 


School  Clinic. 


(Provided  by  the  County 
Council) . 

Bi  nhtheri  a,  Iiarouni  s a, t i o n . 


(Provided  by  tho  County 
Council ) . 

Orthopedic. 

(Provided  by  the  Reg- 
ional Hospital  Board). 


Situation. 


and  Times 
of  Openings, 


Cottage  Hospital;  Hol5niell,  Every  Tuesday 
OaklMidS;  Queensforry.  10, 30. a. n. 

Every  V/ed.  10a. n. 


The  Clinic,  Boro’  Grove, 
Flint . 


Tedoernaclo  School-roon, 
Bagillt . 


1st  & 3rd 
Thursday  of  nonth 
9o30.a.n.  - 
12  noon. 

2nd  Sc  4'th  Thursday;' 
Ic  30,p.n.“4»  30,p.n. 


The  Clinic,  Ilolyvrall. 


2nd  & 4'th 
Tuesdays  of  the 
month  by 
appointment . 


The  Clinic,  Boro'  C-rovo, 
Flint , 


Tabernacle  Schoolroom, 
Ba,gillt. 


V' 

Evory  Monday  1,3^. 
- 4*30.p.m. 
liodical  Officer 
attends  2nd  & 43^4 
lionday  each  month. 
Thursdays  1.30.  — 
4- 30.p.m. 


The  Clinic,  Boro'  Grove,  Every  Tuesday 
Flint,  9»30,a,ri,  - 12noon, 


The  Clinic,  Boro'  Grove, 
Flint, 


2nd  Friday  of  each 
nonth  9.30.a.m, 

” 12  noon. 


Koly\.'oll  Cottage 
Hospital . 

Shotton  “ Hew  Clinic, 
Central  School. 


2nd  & d'th  Friday 
each  "-lonth,  10. a.m. 
- 12  noon, 

1st  & 3rd  Wednes, 
each  month,  10,  :: 
a.n,  - 12  noon. 
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Clinic. 


Situation 


Dates  and  Tines 
of  Openings. 


( 


Dental. 

(Provided  Dy  the  Tlio  Clinic,  Doro'  Tuesday  9.30.a.ni.  and 

County  Council),  Grove,  Flint,  other  days,  ("by 

ap.jj  ointment ) , 

Hospital  Accommodation,  This  is  provided  by  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board,  Facilities  are  available  at  Flint  Cottage  Hospital,  Residents 
are  also  admitted  to  other  hospitals  in  the  legion. 


SECTIOH  C, 

Public  Health  Services, 

Water  Supply  - The  high  quality  soft  water  supplied  to  the  Council 
by  the  Birkcnhea-d  Corporation  v/as  available  to  an  increased  number  of 
the  population  of  the  Borough  by  reason  of  water  nains  extensions  and 
now  service  connections.  It  is  now  only  in  a very  snail  percentage  of 
cases  that  this  nains  supply  is  not  available  to  householders,  and 
consequently  the  mmiber  of  private  supplies  is.  very  small, 

A total  of  67  v/ater  samples  were  taicen  during  the  year,  but  in 
throe  cases  the  samples  W9.3?e  taken  in  o,ttenpts  to  trace  ba-ck  suspected 
leaks  in  nains,  and  therefore,  the  number  of  samples  of  drinking  water 
was  the  sane  asfor  1953,  namely  64,  All  the  four  chemical  samples  taken 
were  satisfactory  and  of  the  60  samples  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination  57  were  of  the  mains  supply  and  three  of  private  supplies. 

The  throe  samples  of  private  supplies  wore  unsatisfactory  in  varying 
degrees  and  a.ppropriate  advice  was  given  to  users  of  the  supplies. 
Unfortunately  the  promises  concerned  are  so  isolated  that  it  is  out  of 
the  question  to  run  a mains  supply  to  them.  Of  the  57  samples  ffthe 
mains  supply  52  were  entirely  satisfactory.  In  three  cases  repeats  of 
borderline  samples  were  required  and  in  two  cases  the  samples  were 
unsatisfactory.  It  is  impossible  to  give  a probable  explanation  of  the. 
two  unsatisfactorysamples  since  both  v/ere  satisfactory  on  repetition 
and  it  is  only  possible  to  presuiae  that  some  pollution  of  the  service 
reservoir  must  have  taken  place. 

The  present  system  of  sa,mpling,  that  of  trdcin.g  samples  from 
premises  picked  at  random,  is  considered  to  be  the  most  satisfactory. 

In  choosing  the  premises,  however,  tho  distribution  of  water  from  the 
various  service  reservoirs  is  borne  in  mind,  thus  ensuring  that  tho  v/ater 
comdng  from  each  reservoir^'is  regularly  sampled. 

The  services  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Birkenhoad  have,  as 
usual,  been  very  much  appreciated  and  I would  like  to  thank  Dr;  Morrison 
Ritchio  and  his  staff  for  tho  advice  they  give  so  willing  and  for  the 
co-operation  they  extend  so  wholeheartedly . 
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Sewors  and  SeY'ferage  --  ¥0  works  of  new  main  sewage  were  carriod  out 
during  the  yoar  and  schemes  at  Ba,gilltj  Flint  Mountain  and  Oakenholt 
are  still  av/aited.  The  very  high  cost  of  those  proposed  v/orks  is 
undoubtedly  the  main  reason  for  the  delay  in  their  completion  and 
the  principal  causes  of  the  high  cost  are  firstly  the  low  population 
density  in  many  parts  of  the  Borough  (it  is  unfortunately  almost  as 
expensive  to  lay  a 6"  sevi^er  to  serve  20  properties  as  to  lay  a 12" 
sower  to  serve  100  properties) ^ and  the  fact  that  in  several  places  it 
will  h-G  necessary  to  pump  sewage  to  lift  it  into  the  sev/age  works. 

The  existing  sewer  along  the  Chestor  Road  has  blocked  completely 
on  three  occasions  during  the  year  but  fortubehely  it  v;as  only 
necessary  to  cx<*>avato  the  road  on  one  of  t]iese  occasions.  In  view  of 
the  small  amount  offall  along  come  sections  of  this  sov;er  it' is  ■, 
surprising  that  it  has  not  given  far  more  trouble.  Apert  from  the 
poor  fall  it  i^s,  undoubtedly  tlio  most  over^loaded  of  all  the  existing 
sewers  and  Oakenholt  sewera,ge  scheme  has  been  so  devised  that  it  will 
very  considerably  reduce  the  a,mount  of  se'wage  this  'sower  has  -to  carry. 

In  Bagillt' several  more  esnnootions  were  madg  to  tho  new  -sov/er 
recently  laidj  but  the  system  is  by  no  moans  v/orking  at  its  maximum 
capacity. 

Pifolic  Cloansing  - The  work  of  public  clea,nsing  was ' carried  out  on 
much  tho  same  lines  as  in  previous  years  v/ith  several  minor  modifications 
to. improve  service.  • 

Tho  collection  of  hoeUfe  refuse  forms  the  largest  single  part  of 
the  service  and  it  is  most  noticeable  that  the  nature  of  the  refuse 
colleoted  is  gradually  changing.  There  is  now  far  less  ash  and  cinder 
in  refuse  than  there  was  even  a few  years  ago  and  considerably  more 
bottles,  tins  and  pa, per.  With  the  increasing  use  of  electricity  for 
doraostic  space  and  water  heating  it  is  likely  .that  this  trend  will 
continue.  The  weekly  collection  was  adhered  to  throughout  the  year, 
although  to  do  this  was  extremely  difficult  in  bad  weather. 

It  is  hoped  to  re-organiso  the  collection  of  both  niglitsoil  and 
household  refuse,  particularly  in  tho  Bagillt  area,  during  the  next 
year.  The  present  system,  whilst  it  is  functioning  fairly  well  could, 

I am  sure,  be  greatly  improved,  Tho  difficulty  is  to  find  the  tine  to 
rgo  thoroughly  into  the  detailed  planning  required  and  the  compilation  of 
draft  schedules. 

Pending  the  decision  on  a tijjping  site  for  the  future  a further 
layer  was  started  at  the  Manor  Tip.  Once  this  new  layer  has  been 
conpletod  it  will  not  be  possible  to  continue  on  the  sito  and  it  is 
hoped  that  a new  site  will  be  decided  upon  in  the  near  future. 

The  colloction  of  waste  paper  continued  t'lroughout  the  year  and  its 
market  prico  increased  slightly. 
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It  is  consid-Gred  adsolutoly  ossontial  to  liavG  a contract  for  the  sale  of  ( 
waste  paper,  for  although  the  fixed  contract  price  is  somctincs  slightly 
lower  than  that  chtainahle  from  other  buyers  this  same  price  on  other 
occasions  has  also  been  considerably  higher  that  on  the  free  market.  The 
Council's  present  contract  expires  shortly,  a,nd,  if  a new  contract  is 
offered  wicn  is  similar  to  that  already  held,  it  will,  \.indoubtedly,  bo  to 
the  Council's  advantage  to  take  up  the  renewal. 

The  sysuem  of  gully  em]ptying  mentioned  in  last  year's  report  has  b-. 
been  continued  -with  very  satisfactory  results. 

Factories  Act,  1937  ■”  Three  small  factories  ceased  to  function  during 
the  year  and  one  large  new  factory  came  into  production,  giving  a net 
decrease  of  two,  the  same  decrease  as  last  year.  Only  eleven  of  the 
factories  in  the  Borough  employed  more  than  ten  persons  and  of  these 
.eleven,  six  employed  more  than  twenty  persons.  At  one  factory  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  female  employees  necessitated  the  provision  of 

ional  sanitary  accommodation,  and  this  was  provided  shortly  after  a 


request  had  been  made  to  the  owners, 

ITo,  .on-  re.gist&r  3^ 
No.  of  initial  inspections  21 
No.  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  foimd  3 
No.  of  follow  up  visits  ,,;'2 
Total  number.. of  visits  to  factories  24 


Part  VIiI  of  the  Acts  Out-workers 

(Section  110  e.nd  111). 

No  notifications  of  out— workers^'were  received  during  the  year. 

TABLE 

VII. 

Sanitary  Inspections  and  Supervision  - 

The  follov/ing  Table  gives  a 

summary  of  the  inspections  made  by  the  S 

anitary  Inspector  during  the 

Inspections  and  re-inspections  in  connection  withs- 

Statutory  Nuisances 

393 

Moveable  Dwellings 

32 

Courts,  lards  and  Passages 

12 

Sanitary  Accommodation 

146 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

211 

Infectious  Disease 

29 

ViTater  Supply 

72 

Ro:lent  Control 

28 

piablic  Cleansing 

98 

Provision  of  Dustbins 

11 

Infestation(all  descriptions) 

24 

Dwelling  Houses (Housing  Act,  1936) 

108 

Miscellanoous 

40 

Mass  X-ray 

26 

1,280 
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TliG  following  is  a list  of  works  performed  by  various  Council  servants 


Insjjections  for  rodent  controls 
Inspections  and  service  - choked  drains? 

Disinfection  of  premises  after  Infectious  Diseases 
Disinfestation  of  prerdses(all  types  of  infestation)? 
I'lOo  of  cesspools  emptied? 


2&6 

257 

4 

19 

233 


TABLE  VIII. 

Statutory  notices  served  under  Section  93,  Public  Health 
Act,  1936? 

Statutory  notices  served  under  Section  75,  Public  Health 

Act,  1936s  2 

Sta,tutory  notices  served  under  Section  45,  Public  HeaTth 

Act,  1936s  ' ' ^ 

Statutory  notices  served  under  Section  4.1,  Public  -e'^ltP 

Act,  1936s  ' - - ^ 

Statutory  notices  served  under  Section  39,  Public  Health 

Act,  1936:  2 

Gasps  in  which  LegeJ  Proceedings  were  instituted?  6 


SECTION  D, 

- The  few  remaining  houses  at  both  the  Maes  Cornist  and  the 
Wern  Estates  v/ere  completed  during  the  yea,r  under  review.  A further  31 
rouses  ^/ere  completed  on  the  Odufellows  Field  Site  (nov/  named  the  Maes 
Estate)  bringing  the  total  completed  on  this  Estate  to  64.  The 
planned  total  for  Maes  Gwyn  Estate  is  90  houses,  all  of  v/hich  will 
probably  be  completed  during  I955.  A further  I7  liouses  on  the  Lloyd 
Street  and  Evans  Street  sites  were  started,  but  none  had  been  completed 
by  the  end  of  the  year. 


^ ^ The  number  of  applicants  on  the  Council's  waiting;  liet  decreased 

v..uring  the  year  and  the  position  at  the  end  of  December  is  shovm  below 
by  figures  supplied  by  your  Housing  Manager. 
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at  31.12,53.  at  31.12.54. 


No.  of  applicants s 

608 

518 

No.  in  rooms  and  overcrowded; 

213 

I84 

No.  in  rooms  not  overcrowded; 

137 

100 

ho.  in  structurally  separate  d.wcllings 

and  not  overcrowded; 

78 

135 

No,  in  structurally  separate  d.wollings 

and  overcrowded; 

105 

99 

Applicants  requiring  old  pooiile’s 

dwellings ; 

24 

25 

_ OncG  a^ain  it  is  plaasing  to  record  that  tho  HotaBing  C omit  too  have 
een  nost  s^-ipat'iotic  to  tho  special  cases  I havo  hrought  to  thoir  notiCo 
and  I greatly  approciato  their  continued  assist anco. 

V +T  housing  in  tho  Borough  during  the  year  is  indicated 

ty  the  following  figures ; 


No,  of  houses  completed  in  1954s  (a) 

(fc) 

Total  - 56 


Council  47 

Private  enterprise  9 


On  tho  31st  December,  1954? 
construction. 


a,  further  33  Council  houses  v/ere  under 


Housing 


Eents  Act,  I954  - The  housing  survey  required  by 

or  T.M.O  Ar»+  T-r.-,  ^ 3 j» . • -i  ...  _ 


bection  I 01  tne  above  Act  was  started  during  the  year  and  the  number  of 
inspections  made  in  connection  with  the  survey  was  very  considerable.  In 
viGW  of  tne  comparatively  sliort  time  allowed  for  the  survey  a detailed 
inspcction^oi^eyry  house  was  not  possible,  nor  do  I think  was  it  necessary, 
oince  w i.iiiis  ry  nad  informed  us  that  tho  need  was  for  an  estimate  of 
tne  number  of  unfit  houses  rather  than  the  exact  position.  V/hen  tho 
survey  is  completed  it  will  be  most  intorosting  to  compare  our  figures 
with  tnoso  01  other  local  authorities. 


Housing  Consolidated  Re-Tulations  192 5 and  I932  - 
article  31  of  the  above  Reflections  the'l’olT^ing 
connection  v/itli  housing  in.specti(jns s — 


In  accordance  v/ith 
information  is  given  in 


(1) 


Number  of  houses  wliich  on  inspection 
numa.n  habitations  It  is  not  ncssibl 
accurOctoly  since  at  the  close  'OiT  tho 
only  partially  completed. 


were  considered  to  be  unfit  for 

G to  give  this  fi,guro 

year  the  Housing  Survey  was 


(2)  .Number  of  houses  the  dcfocts  in  which  were  remediod  in  consequence 
O.L  informal  action  by  the  local  authority  or  thoir  officers  s 60 

(3)  Number  of  representations  madu  to  the  local  authority  with  a view 
to  (a)  tile  serving  of  notices  requiring  the  execution  of  works  or 


At) 
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Cont  o 


(b)  the  nakin,:^  of  demolition  or  closing  orders.  (a)  '38  (b)  2 

(4)  Humber  of  notices  served  requiring  the  execution  of  works?  29 

(5)  Humber  of  houses  \faicli  v?ere  rendered  fit-  after  service  of 
formal  notices?  22 

(6)  bunber  of  donolition  or  closin:;  orders  made?  2 

(7)  Humber  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  an  undertaking  was  accepted 
under  subsection  (2)  of  section  I9  of  the  Housing  Act,1930?  Hil 

(8)  Humber  of  houses  domolishcds  1 


SECTIOH  Bo 

- A total  of  77  samples  of  milk  were  taken  during  the  year  and 
of  this  number  20  w^ere  biologically  examined  for  the  presence  of 
tuberculosis  organisms.  In  no  case  was  there  a positive  result. 

Pifty»one  of  the  saraplos  were  of  pasteurised  milk  and  none  of 
failed  oo  piss  the  phosiDliatase  test.  Most  of  the  samples  -rave 
a loyibond  blue  unit  reading  of  0,5  to  0,8  and  a few  gave  readings  of 
1^0  ^oo  1.5,  In  no  case  was  the  reading  greater  than  1,5  and  in  view 
01  the  fact  that  the  raaxinum  legal  reading  is  2,3  the  results  of  all 
tne  samples  were  very  satisfactory.  Twenty-two  samples  of  raw  milk 
were  submitted  to  the  brucella  abortus  ring  test  and  J samples  shov/ed 
a posixivo  result.  However,  on  re-sampling  every  one  of  these  showed 
a negative  result  and  this  emphasises  the  uiint  made  in  last  years  report 
tliat  there  is  no  doubt  that  much  research  has  yet  to  be  carried  out  in 
connection  y/ith  this  organism. 


te-  no  coubt  to  the  fact  that  tlie  suciior  months  wore  comparatively 
cool  tnere  were  no  complaints  of ■ milk  souring  shortly  after  delivery  to 
tne  consumer.  But  the  problem  can  be  a very  serious  one  f^urin'-"  a hot 
summer.  The  answer,  of  course,  is  the  prouer  storage  of  milk  in  the 
nemo,  and  no  natter  what  nay  be  said  about  keeping  milk  cool  by  the 
evaporation  of  water,  in  my  opinion,  the  satisfactory  storage  of  milk 
uiplies  refrigeration  (apart  from  any  considerations  to  its  efficiency 
lie  method  of  cooling  milk  by  v/ater  evaporation  is  bound  to  increase  the 
relative  humidity  of  the  air  in  the  larder).  It  appears  ridiculous  that 
the  samll  snopkeeper  who  deals  only  in  bottled  milk  is  able  to  buy  a 
commercial  refrigerator  free  of  purchase  tax,  whereas  the  domestic 
r..frigcrator  is  subject  to  tax.  One  \yonders  for  how  many  years  this  will 
conoinue.  ^ It  would  appear  that  the  line  of  thought  behind  thisii 
injustice  is  that ^ a shopkeeper  may  need  a refrigerator  in  order  to 
safeguard  his  business.  Ho  thought  appears  to  be  given  to  the  fact  that 
a iarnily  may  need  a refrigerator  to  safeguard  their  health. 
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Ice-Cream  - Th.ere  is  novi’’  only  one  manufacturer  of  ice-cream  in  the 
Borough  and  the  heat  treatment  method  is  used  in  this  case.  The  number 
of  ice-cream  samples  taken  during  the  year  was  I4,  and  it  is  very  ■ 
pleasing  to  record  that  all  of  .then  were  Provisional  Grade  I, 

Additional  registrations  in  1954  brought  the  number  of  premises 
registered  for  tho  sale  of  ice—crea.r.1  to  thirty— t?/o, 

Pood  Promises  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  full  system  whereby 
every  food  premises  v»ould  be  visited  at  least  throe  tines  every  year 
was  started.  It  worked  extremely  well  until  the  Autumn  when  the  routine 
inspections  had  to  be  stopped  in  order  to  carry  out  the  housing  survey. 

As  will ^ be  seen  from  the  following  figures  there  was  little  change 
in  the  classii ica,tion  ot  tnc  various  types  of  food  preiaises  in  the 
Borough. 

Cafes j Canteens  and  Restaurants  IR 


Grocers  40 
General  Stores  n 
Pish  a,nd  Chip  Shops  5 
Sweets  ]_]_ 
Greengrocers  po 
Butchers  14 
Pishmongers  2 
Bakers  and  Confectioners  9 
Ice-croam  ifenufacturcrs,  1 
Dairy  p 

Total  119 


Of  the  above  promises,  32  arc  rorgistered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream, 

1 for  the  manufacture  of  ice— croan,  and  7 for  the  manufacture  of 
preserved  food. 

Tiie  total  number  of  visits  made  to  food  premises  increased 
considoraoly  from  225  1953  to  6OI  in  1954?  and  of  these  visits  43  were 

specifically  for  tho  examination  of  unsound  food.  As  fa,r  as  the  number 
Ox  visits  is  concerned  no  distinction  is  made  between  registered  and 
unregistered  promises. 

As  a r^jsul  L.  of  informal  action  ma.ny  food  promisos  ’.vere  very 
considerably  improved,  and  in  many  cases  redccoration  of  walls  and 
ceilings  v/as  carried  out.  Major  v/orks  of  rofittings,  alterations  and 
improvements  were  carried  out  at  5 promisos,  and  minor  works  of  such 
nature  at  7 promises. 


Refrigerators  wore  installed  for  th.e  first  tiiae  at 
and  the  trend  of  providing  refrigerators  for  fats, 
meats  is  extremely  pleasing  to  note. 


four  food  shops 
"bacon  and  cooked 


Much  remains  to  he  done  in  connection  with  food  premises,  and  it  was 
i/i.'ith  great  regret  that  the  v/ork  v/as  stopped  in  the  Autumn  owing  to 
pressure  of  other  work.  It  is  hoped  to  restart  the  work  in  1955, 

i^_sound  Rood  - The  follov/ing  food  was  examined  and  found  to  he  unfit  for 
human  c onsump t i on  s — 


Ih.  oz 


Tinned  Meat 

349 

11 

" Fruit 

211 

7 

" Vegetables 

63 

0 

" Milk 

91 

4 

" Soup- 

14 

10 

" Fish 

0 

7 

Liquid  Sgg 

42 

0 

Manipulated  Meats 

19 

0 

Hiscellaneous 

18 

13 

Pickles  and  Sauces 

2 

2 

Pork  Bellies 

90 

0 

All  unsound  food  is  disposed  of  hy  burying  at  the  tip, 

feat  Inspection  — Following  the  decontrol  of  meat  supplies  in  July 
two  slaughterhouses  'vdiicli  were  licensed  in  1939  were  re—opened  after 
the  carrying  out  of  very  considerable  works, 

Botween  the  4th  July  and  the  end  of  the  year  the  following 
animals  were  killed  at  the  slaughterhouses s- 


Beastss  22 
Calves s 2 
Swine  s I95 
Shesps  212 

^All  of  these  animals  were  inspected  post  nortom 'and  this  involved 
51  visits  to  slaughterhouses.  The  acliiovement  of  100^  meat  inspection 
was  not  without  considerable  difficulty,  but  this  service  is  regarded 
as  being  of  extreme  import a,nce. 

Tiio  follov/ing  tabic  gives  seuii—doa-tiled  results  of  the  meat 
inspection  carried  out. 
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Cattle 

(excluding 

(cov/s) 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

22 

Nil 

2 

212 

195 

Number  inspected 

22 

Nil 

2 

212 

195 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
VPnole  carcases  condemned 

• 

Nil 



Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

3 

Nil 

27 

10 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis 

1^.6 

Nil 

19  7 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

1 jriifaAi/i, 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  v/as  condemned 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

5 

Percentage  of  the  niiinber  in- 
spected affected  v/ith  tuber- 
culosis 

9.0 

Nil 

Nil 

2,6 

SBCTIOi^I  g. 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious 
and  other  Notifiable  Diseases. 


Name  of  Disease, 

Scarlet  Fever 
Whoopin^j  Cough 
Acute  Pneumonia 
Acute  Polior.Tyelitis 
Measles, 

Dysentery 

Erysipelas 


TABLE  X, 


Cases  Notified. 


Totals  239  (23) 


(The  figures  in  brackets  are  those 


for  1953). 


Deaths. 


9 


. ^^°^_^2,ble  X it  is  seen  that  there  v/as  a great  increase  in  prevalence 
of  ixiiectious  disease.  The  incidence  of  measles  was  high  in  the  fourth 
quarter.  There  v/erc  9 deaths  from  pneumonia,  compared  with  2 in  1953, 
There  wore  no  cases  of  poliomyelitis,  or  of  diphtheria. 
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Influenza  of  a mild  type  occurred  in  the  early  spring  and  there 
was  one  death  reported. 

Analysis  of  ITotifiahle (infectious)  Diseases. 

TABLE  XI. 


Disease 

Number  of 
persons  oi 

Case 
’ the 

s notified  as  riavin-g  occurred 
ages  immediately  belovif  sped; 

among 

liod. 

Under  1 

1-2 

1 ll 

j rO| 

5-9  10-14  15-24 

25  over  Tota,l 

Scarlet  Pever 

2 

1 

_ 

3 

■7ho oping  Cough 

1 

— 

4 

1 

- 

- 

6 

Acute  Pneumonia 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

2 

Dysentery 

- 

- 

— 

- - 

- 

- 

— 

Measles 

5 

42 

89 

88  4 

- 

- 

228 

Erysipelas 

- 

- 

- 

„ _ 

- 

- 

- 

Poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

— 

- _ 

— 

- 

- 

6 

42 

93 

91  4 

2 

1 

239 

TABLE  XII.  - TUBESCULOSIS. 


Low  Cases 

I'lotifiod  in  1953. 

Age 

Hespiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

Groups  ' . 

Males. 

females. 

Males . Female  s , 

Under  5 years 

_ 

1 

5-14  years 

1 

= 

_ — 

15-24  years 

3 

2 

— - 

25-44  yocirs 

2 

4 

_ _ 

45-64  years 

3 

1 

„ _ 

65  and  over 

2 

— 

— -- 

Unknown 

1 

..  _ 

■'  -■  All  ages 

_____  12 

__  8 _ 

There  v/orc  2 deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuhorculosis,  compared  with 
none  in  1953.  There  w?.s  one  leath  from  non-respiratory  Tuhorculosis. 

It  v/ill  he  seen  frora  the  ahove  Table  that  there  wore  20  now  cases 
of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  no  non- pulmonary  cases.  (Fi  aires  for  1953 
wore  7 and  5)*  The  continued  number  of  cases  notified  does  not 
neco.ssarily  moan  that  the  incidence  of  Tuberculosis  is  increasing,  but 
it  implies  that  fewer  cases  remain  undetected.  One  of  the  cases  was  a 
transfer  from  another  district. 
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Satisfactory  housin/;  has  a considerable  effect  upon  the  recovery 


of  cases  of  tuberculosis  ;;nd,  v;her 


necessary,  "points"  up  to  ton  are 


'ijiven  on  medical  jrounds  to  cases  of  tuocrculosis  who  are  airolicants  for 
Cl.  council  houso*  I must  continue  to  bo  extremely  tprateful  to  ths/ 
Council  for  thoir  continuod  s;>mnp.athetic  consideration  of  those  cases, 
and  to  your  Housin’’;  nanaycr,  Kro  Byrne,  for  /.ds  close  co-operation 
with  the  Health  Department. 


TIio 


ii.as! 


Radio^yraphy  Unii 


oi  t.ie 


1’,/olsh  Re;;ional  Hospital  Board 


visited  PlinL  in  Pebruary  and  was  stationed  at  tho  Clinic,  Borough  Grove 
595  P’Orsons  (247  males,  348  females)  -.v-ero  ozarainod.  Ho  definite  cases 
OI  Tuberculosis  were  found,  but  3 m Jos  roguired  further  supervision. 
Chest  abnormalities  v/ero  found  in  33  persons  (15  m.ales,  I8  females). 

Thu  Unit  visiuod  many  factories  in  the  County  an-’,  tho  numbers  of  persons 
oxarriined  are  not  included  in  the  above  figures. 


Rational  Assistanco  Act,  I948  (Section  47). 

Rational  Assistance  (ilmondnont)  Act,  I95I. 

(Removal  to  suitable  pronises  of  persons  in  nood  of  care 
and  cittontion,  ) 


During  the  year  on^  case, 


nan  of  55  years,  v/as  dealt  with  under 


the  above  Acts.  The  person  concerned  had  been  living  amonrst  straw  in  a 

— J-  J-  “1  - T._ 


cattlo  narkot  in  Ho1,t,’Vo11  . H 


in 


dirty 


and  was  unable  to  provi  lo  hirnsolf  with  sholtor 


and  uncared  for  condition, 

, or  to  look  after  himself. 


Uii,h  txiG  assistance  of  the  Dolico,  the  Town  Cl<.rk  and  a riagistrate, 
the  man  a-.s  renoved  to  Lluosty  General  Hospital,  Hol^a/cll,  whore  he 
remained.  Lat-er  ho  ’.was  certified  under  tho  ilental  Deficiency  Acts,  and 
was  tr.ansferrad  to  an  Institution  for  Mental  Dof.ctives,  his  behaviour 
bcin,^  suen  tnat  he  could  not  be  kept  in  association  with  other  occupants 
of  accommodation  provided  under  Part  3,  Rational  Assistance  Act,  I948. 


snuacsasseEiksstfess 
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